
Update on PreK

May 12, 2026 / Joint Meeting of the Board of Education and Board of County Commissioners



2



3



4



OUTREACH
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About The Whitted School
• Only dedicated preschool facility in Durham 

Public Schools

• Eight classrooms: Six general education 
inclusion + two exceptional children’s program

• 5 STAR licensed facility

• Licensed teachers and instructional assistants 
who are trained in early childhood education

• Full day program (7:45 a.m. – 2:15 p.m.) with 
the option of wraparound care until 5:30 p.m.

• The program is free / low cost for many 
families depending on income.
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https://youtu.be/GTA59Bx1GTo
Cierra Ojijo
Stamp
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Cross-Collaboration Enrollment, Marketing & Outreach 
Team



Community Outreach March – May 2026
• March: Dr. LaToya McCrimmon for a feature article

“The Whitted School: Academic Offerings and Nurturing Care for 
Preschoolers” 

• March 7: Durham Public Schools Job Fair
• March 17: Superintendent Lewis Backpack Giveaway
• April 10: Welcome Baby Events in Partnership with Durham Pre-K 
• April 11: Roll Up and Enroll 
• April 30: Whitted School Spring Festival and Open House
• May 4: Enrollment at Countdown to Kindergarten @ Museum of Life 

and Science
• Ongoing: Whitted School Tours
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Marketing Efforts
• Weekly SPARK Newsletter 

Announcements
• DPS Social Media Announcements 

(Facebook, Instagram)
• DPS Website Articles
• Whitted Promotional Video
• External Social Media Announcements 

(Nextdoor)
• Flyer Distribution to Community Partners
• Informational Event for Prospective 

Families
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Moving Forward …
• Continuous program advertising
• Staying connected with partners throughout the 

Universal Application Process
• Exploring additional wrap care options
• Proactive outreach to families at the time of each 

offer
• Engagement with families upon acceptance and 

placement
• Monitoring under-enrolled programs
• Tracking and monitoring enrollment
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DISCUSSION
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