Update on PreK

May 12, 2026 / Joint Meeting of the Board of Education and Board of County Commissioners



For 2025 - 26,

30 out of 32

elementary schools with Whitted
 at least one type of PreK Center
PreK program
ISy ook, 35 28 18
f:lassrooms PreK EC PreK Montessori
S General Separate PreK
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1 26 Montessori PreK

Exceptional Children's Separate Programs
(Autistic, Developmental Needs,
Hearing Impaired,

OSP o) Group (Speech/Language, OT, PT)

DPS

General Education PreK

(Title I, NC PrekK,
Durham PreK and EC Inclusion)

Total PreK Enroliment
(effective 4/28/2026)




PreK Classroom
Overview

Student Qualifications:
Title 1 Criteria

sed Exceptional Children’s Program
G DPK/ NC Pre-K

22 Classrooms Operating at 80% - 10092 Capacity

v 16 at 100%
v' 6 at 83-94%

Classrooms Below 80% Capacity
The Whitted School and

6 Elementary School Classrooms
Exceptional Children PreK

Due to Child Find, students are
evaluated & placed throughout the year.




OUTREACH



About The Whitted School

® Only dedicated preschool facility in Durham
Public Schools

® Eight classrooms: Six general education
| N inclusion + two exceptional children’s program
@ ° 5 STAR licensed facility

. ® Licensed teachers and instructional assistants
who are trained in early childhood education

!

e Full day program (7:45 a.m. — 2:15 p.m.) with
the option of wraparound care until 5:30 p.m.
> & ° The program is free / low cost for many
families depending on income.






https://youtu.be/GTA59Bx1GTo
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Cross-Collaboration Enroliment, Marketing & Outreach

Team

/OFFICE OF EARLY
EDUCATION

Dr. Deborah Pitman,

Assistant Superintendent

Karen Thompson,
Director
Tina Clayton, Interim
Administrator
Lamisa Cameron,
Universal Programming
Facilitator
Qushanna Glass,
Instructional Coach

Shewahn Lee, Licensure
and Transition Facilitator

Michelle Meade,
Instructional Coach

Franchesca Reed-Daye,
Administrative Assistant

S

ENGLISH
LEARNER
SERVICES

Sashi Rayasam,
Director, K-12 ESL
Services

SCHOOL

Dr. LaToya McCrimmon,

\ Coordinator

a COMMUNITY
PARTNERS

Campus Hills Community Center
Durham County Library
Durham Housing Authority
Lincoln Community Health Center
Michael Yarbrough
Mt. Vernon Church
Next Door
NCCU School of Education

Welcome Baby
World Relief Durham

/TH E WH ITTE D\——-—*’"‘"” Renee Harris, Preschool

of Marketing
N )

" EXCEPTIONAL
CHILDREN’S
DEPARTMENT

April Cheek, Preschool
Director
Melissa Anders,
Preschool Facilitator
Susana Graciano
Lopez, Office Support

Facilitator
Beatrice Springs,
Instructional Coordinator

OFFICE OF )
PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Sheena Cooper, Chief
Communications Officer
Maria Bajgain, Director

.\\__
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DPS

Community Outreach March — May 2026

March: Dr. LaToya McCrimmon for a feature article

“The Whitted School: Academic Offerings and Nurturing Care for
Preschoolers”

March 7: Durham Public Schools Job Fair

March 17: Superintendent Lewis Backpack Giveaway

April 10: Welcome Baby Events in Partnership with Durham Pre-K
April 11: Roll Up and Enroll

April 30: Whitted School Spring Festival and Open House

May 4: Enroliment at Countdown to Kindergarten @ Museum of Life
and Science

Ongoing: Whitted School Tours



Marketing Efforts

*  Weekly SPARK Newsletter
Announcements

* DPS Social Media Announcements
k, Inst

03? 5 (Facebook, Instagram)

o

o/go * DPS Website Articles
DPS e Whitted Promotional Video

* External Social Media Announcements
( N extd OO r) and grow in a safe, nurturing environment.

PROGRAM DETAILS

WHITTED SCHOOL
SEATS AVAILABLE!

) Hours: 7:45 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. Join a five-star early education program!

* Flyer Distribution to Community Partners P ————

@ Enroliment far children age 4 by Aug. 31, 2025

* Informational Event for Prospective S
Families o T

Ihttps:iwew. dpsnc.net/ofwhittedschool
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Moving Forward ...

Continuous program advertising

Staying connected with partners throughout the
Universal Application Process

%§§o° - Exploring additional wrap care options

DPS | - Proactive outreach to families at the time of each
offer
Engagement with families upon acceptance and
placement

Monitoring under-enrolled programs
« Tracking and monitoring enroliment
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DISCUSSION
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