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About KDB
Our Mission and Values

We build environmentally just, resilient, and
beautiful outdoor spaces in cooperation with
Durham communities.

We recognize that environmental resources have
not been equitably distributed across Durham.
Our work focuses on connecting communities
with the tools, support, and opportunities they
need to create a more just, resilient, and
equitable environment. We make volunteering
accessible for everyone—youth, seniors,
families, and coworkers alike—so all residents
can take part in shaping their outdoor spaces.
Our projects create visible, long‑lasting
improvements.

K E E P  D U R H A M  B E A U T I F U L

Our Vision for Durham

At Keep Durham Beautiful, our vision is that everyone in Durham has access to clean, green and
beautiful outdoor spaces. That’s why we listen and take action every day to learn about our
community’s environmental needs. While it is daunting to try to solve the issues challenging our
environment alone, Keep Durham Beautiful is here to make it easier. Together we can lay the
foundation for a resilient community.

An affiliate of Keep America Beautiful, Keep Durham Beautiful is a 501c3 nonprofit. We work in
partnership with the City of Durham and Durham County to help residents take action through
volunteer opportunities, tool lending, educational programs, and resource coordination. Our
environmental stewardship activities focus on litter prevention and community greening where they
are most needed.
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Our 2025 Impact

GROWING DURHAM’S URBAN CANOPY

261 native trees planted
748 trees distributed to residents

Cleaner air, cooler neighborhoods, and
healthier ecosystems for generations.

THE POWER OF VOLUNTEERS 

5,558 volunteers
11,934 volunteer hours 

Thousands of hands working together to
create a cleaner, greener Durham.

RESTORING OUR COMMUNITY SPACES

59,123 pounds of litter removed  
175 tires cleared 

Safer, more beautiful neighborhoods and
reduced pollution in local habitats.

REVIVING NATIVE LANDSCAPES 

3.5 million sq. ft. cleared of invasives
24,622 flower bulbs distributed

Thriving green spaces and vibrant
biodiversity across Durham.



Annual Total Volunteer Value
Value of volunteer hours based on the 2024
hourly rate ($33.01) for North Carolina
calculated by the Independent Sector. 

$393,875

Adopt-a-Street Groups
organizing monthly litter cleanups along a 1-
mile stretch of City-maintained street(s) on
an annual commitment.  
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Volunteers Hours by Program 

11,932 
Total Volunteer Hours

Volunteer Highlights

Creek Week
41 Sites

577 Volunteers 
11,030 Pounds Collected

Big Sweep
1,059 Volunteers

2,285 Volunteer Hours
13,448 Pounds Collected

Dr. MLK Jr. Day of Service
185 Volunteers  

586 Volunteer Hours
3,754 Pounds of Litter Removed
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Pounds Collected (lbs)

Litter Collected by Program
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Resources
K E E P  D U R H A M  B E A U T I F U L
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All Funding Sources FY25 $388,905

*Nonprofit Fundraising Sources $221,842

City Contributions - $139,673 (36% of Total)
include funding for one FTE, office HQ and
portion of operating budget

County Contributions - $27,390 (7% of Total)
supported KDB operating budget in FY25

*Nonprofit Fundraising - $221,842 (57% of
Total) income raised from donations,
fundraising, special projects and grants

Unrestricted Donations, Sponsorships, & Fees
- $61,932 (28%) include individual donations,
corporate sponsorships, and fundraising event
income

Special Projects - $80,000 (36%) include
restricted donations for special projects 

Unrestricted Grants - $43,520 (20%) include
Green Music Program, Oak Foundation,
Triangle Community Foundation, Keep NC
Beautiful

Restricted Grants - $36,389 (16%) include US
Department of Agriculture, Arbor Day
Foundation, ManBites Dog Theater Co.

*See Pie Chart below for breakdown
of red column, Nonprofit Fundraising.

36%

7%

57%
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Our Focus Areas
K E E P  D U R H A M  B E A U T I F U L
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Everything we do at KDB creates a clean, green, and beautiful Durham that benefits residents,
visitors, and our local environment. We’re committed to a Durham that is safe, accessible, and
healthy for everyone. Our work is contributing to a healthy Durham now and in the future with
impacts including:

Litter Prevention

Litter harms our communities. It devalues neighborhoods, threatens wildlife, and reduces water
quality impacting the health of our residents. We connect residents with resources and other
volunteers to build an engaged and active community dedicated to litter prevention in Durham. 

At KDB, we organize community litter removal events on roadsides and waterways and focus on
preventing litter, stopping it at the source. This means collaborating with local businesses, other
nonprofit organizations, and City and County initiatives. We emphasize education to engage youth
as part of the solution. All neighborhoods and communities in Durham deserve to be beautiful, litter-
free, and healthy. 

Pounds of Litter
Collected

through KDB volunteer
programming and events
since 2020. 

398,103
Litter Kits in

Durham Schools

allowing schools to teach
sustainability and  engage
students in service learning.

42

Pollution reduction
Water quality protection
Air quality improvement
Flood mitigation
Heat island reduction

Habitat restoration
Community engagement
Environmental education
Urban greening
Community resilience

Cigarette Butts
Collected

in 2025, removed to support
healthier local environments
and community spaces. 

8,965
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Community Greening & Sustainable Landscapes
Our mission is to build environmentally just, resilient, and beautiful outdoor spaces. That means
we’re dedicated to a green Durham not just for right now, but one that is sustainably green for the
future as well. We support this mission by planting native trees and flowers, removing invasive
plants, and connecting residents with resources to learn and adopt sustainable landscaping. We
work with individuals, companies, and community groups to be stewards of the land around them. 

We also support City and County efforts in tree planting and sustainable gardening. We’ve
established a network of residents, community gardens, local businesses, and landscaping experts
that share knowledge and resources to build community resilience in the face of climate change.
Native trees and plants make positive impacts on our health and environment including:

K E E P  D U R H A M  B E A U T I F U L
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2025 Native Tree Plantings 2025 Invasive Species Removal Projects

Reduce Flooding
Improve Air Quality
Food & Nesting for Pollinators

Lower Urban Heat Islands
Protect Water Quality
Improve Mental Health
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Outreach, Engagement, & Education

We’re committed to including everyone in the conversation about how we can take responsibility for
our neighborhoods, parks, and natural spaces. We want to learn from community members and
organizations about what projects are important to them and use our resources to make those
projects happen. 

We build partnerships with community groups, businesses, and organizations with similar goals to
leverage resources and build an environmentally resilient, clean, and connected Durham. KDB works
to bridge the equity gap among Durham’s environmental groups, share volunteer opportunities,
promote the work and events of our partners, and get Durham engaged and excited about
stewardship of our outdoor spaces.

K E E P  D U R H A M  B E A U T I F U L
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Durham Master Gardener Pollinator EventDurham Master Gardener Pollinator EventDurham Master Gardener Pollinator EventStudent Art at Morehead ElementaryStudent Art at Morehead ElementaryStudent Art at Morehead Elementary

Residents Engaged

at KDB outreach events in 2025 including
tabling at community events, educational
events, and community presentations. 

2,580
who receive our biweekly newsletter that
shares KDB events, partner organization
events, and educational information. 

Newsletter Subscribers

15,390
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Our Partnerships
The support we receive from our partners at the City of Durham and Durham County is essential to
our success. We work in collaboration with a wide variety of both City and County departments and
programs to help connect residents with resources, community networks, and volunteer
opportunities to create a connected and thriving Durham. 

K E E P  D U R H A M  B E A U T I F U L A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5

City of Durham

Litter Prevention

Durham Parks & Recreation

Public Art Program

Environmental & Street Services, Stormwater
Division

Environmental & Street Services, Solid Waste 

Environmental & Street Services, Impact Team

Environmental & Street Services, Street Cleaning

Budget & Management Services, Office of
Performance & Innovation

Water Management

Community Greening & Sustainable Landscapes

Durham Parks & Recreation

Budget & Management Services, Office of
Performance & Innovation

Sustainability & Resiliency Program

Urban Forestry Program

Outreach, Engagement, & Communication

Durham Parks & Recreation

Public Art Program

Sustainability & Resiliency Program

Environmental & Street Services, Solid Waste
Management Program

Community Partnerships & Engagement

Budget & Management Services, Office of
Performance & Innovation

Water Management

Urban Forestry Program

Durham Police Department
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K E E P  D U R H A M  B E A U T I F U L

Durham Pride Parade
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Durham County

Litter Prevention

Durham County Open Space

Community Greening & Sustainable Landscapes

Outreach, Engagement, & Communication

Public Art Program

Soil & Water Conservation District

Durham County Department of Public Health

Durham Public Schools

Durham County General Services

Durham County Library

Durham County Sustainability Office

Soil & Water Conversation District

Durham County Department of Public health

Durham Public Schools

Durham County Cooperative Extension

Public Art Program

Durham County Sustainability Office

Soil & Water Conversation District

Durham County Department of Public Health

Durham Public Schools

Durham County Cooperative Extension

Durham County General Services Durham County Library

Durham City & County Employee Big SweepDurham City & County Employee Big SweepDurham City & County Employee Big Sweep Tree Keeper Training with the Cooperative ExtensionTree Keeper Training with the Cooperative ExtensionTree Keeper Training with the Cooperative Extension
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Outreach & Engagement
Durham Bee City Committee

In August, 9 members of the City of Durham
landscaping team and 8 members of the
Durham Bee City Committee toured Debbie
Roos’ Pollinator Paradise Garden in Pittsboro.
Visitors were able to learn about the garden
and pollinator planting practices to bring back
to Durham. 

The garden  features over 225 species of
perennials, trees, shrubs, vines, and grasses,  
85% of which are native to North Carolina. 

K E E P  D U R H A M  B E A U T I F U L

Bee Day ParadeBee Day ParadeBee Day Parade

Pollinator Paradise Garden TourPollinator Paradise Garden TourPollinator Paradise Garden Tour

Bee DayBee DayBee Day

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5

Bee Day 

Chatham Mills Pollinator Garden

Durham has been recognized as a Bee City USA
since 2016. In June, KDB cohosted the fourth
annual Durham Bee Day Festival in celebration
of National Pollinator Week. Over 300 people
attended to help protect pollinators, sample
honey, observe bee hives, and join a parade. 

This was the largest Bee Day celebration yet,
featuring 14 organizations that joined to share
information, crafts, demonstrations, and more.
At Bee Day, KDB distributed 110 pollinator
plants grown by Annabel Renwick at Duke
Gardens. 
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Durham Environmental Coalition

KDB helps host and co-lead the Durham Environmental Coalition (DEC). A collaboration of 33
diverse organizations, the DEC envisions an equitable environmental movement that values
biodiversity, sustainability, and inclusive decision-making. At its core, the DEC addresses critical
issues in the environmental sector, including the underrepresentation of Black, Indigenous, and
People of Color (BIPOC) in environmental initiatives. The coalition actively works to amplify BIPOC
voices and organizations, fostering a more inclusive and representative environmental movement. 

In 2025, the DEC hosted a series of impactful monthly meetings including presentations by City-
County Planning on the new Unified Development Ordinance, New Hope Bird Alliance, Durham Hub
Farm, the Master Naturalist Program, Merrick-Moore Community Development Corporation, Project
Pando by Leaf & Limb, and KDB on upcoming Durham Urban Forestry Plantings. 

K E E P  D U R H A M  B E A U T I F U L

Beaver Queen Pageant

This year, KDB was honored to be the fundraising recipient of the 2025 Beaver Queen Pageant. The
pageant raised $9,000 for KDB to continue supporting our programming going toward our mission
and vision for Durham. The first Beaver Queen Pageant in 2005 was a celebration of a successful
campaign to protect a tract of wetland in Durham that serves as a beaver habitat. Now, the pageant
serves as a unique Durham event and fundraiser. 

Durham Pride Parade

For the second year in a row, KDB participated in the Durham Pride Parade celebrating pride and
picking up litter along the parade route. We were joined by 17 volunteers from KDB and NC Peace
Corps and removed 66 pounds of trash along the way!

Beaver Queen PageantBeaver Queen PageantBeaver Queen Pageant Durham Pride Parade

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5



14

K E E P  D U R H A M  B E A U T I F U L

Southern High School MuralSouthern High School MuralSouthern High School Mural Invasive Plant Removal Workshop

Litter Prevention Public Art

In partnership with the City of Durham Cultural and Public Art Program, KDB received a $10,000
grant from South Arts to promote litter prevention through a creative public art installation at a bus
stop shelter and an interior mural at Southern High School. The mural is nearing completion by the
students and regional artist Mayanthi Jayawardena.

As an additional part of the mural project, we expanded our Litter Kits in Schools curriculum to
include art-focused litter prevention classroom projects and exercises including a classroom
sculpture activity, recycling bag decoration, and a litter free mural project. This curriculum
accompanies a complete litter kit for schools to engage with litter prevention for K-12 students. 

Invasive Plant Removal Workshop

On May 1st, 24 attendees joined us at Campus Hills Park for our first Invasive Plant Removal
Workshop in partnership with New Hope Bird Alliance and ReWild Earth. This workshop served as an
educational component alongside our monthly invasive plant removal workdays at Durham parks
held throughout the year. 

This workshop included a presentation on the importance of removing invasive plants, best
practices, and tool use training. We practiced different techniques in an outdoors, hands-on portion. 

Education
A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5
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Other Educational Initiatives

K E E P  D U R H A M  B E A U T I F U L

Tree Keeper TrainingTree Keeper TrainingTree Keeper Training

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5

Litter Leader Trainings

Over three sessions, we trained 39 new Litter Leaders in 2025. Litter Leaders are volunteers
dedicated to litter prevention in Durham. After receiving training on best practices for leading litter
cleanups, volunteers can then organize and lead their own cleanups for the community. 

Tree Keeper Training

Each year, along with the City of Durham and the Durham County Cooperative Extension, KDB hosts
a Tree Keeper Training Series. In 2025, 28 participants were trained in tree planting, pruning, and
tree care. After completing training, Tree Keepers lead small groups of volunteers, provide quality
control, and teach others how to plant and care for trees.

Leave Your Leaves Forum

In August, ahead of autumn, we hosted a Leave Your Leaves information session with New Hope Bird
Alliance (NHBA) at the Durham County Library. Led by NHBA’s Barbara Driscoll, 28 attendees
learned how leaving your leaves in the fall to naturally decompose back into your garden benefits
the birds and insects, prevents climate change, reduces flooding, and saves time and money.

Controlling Invasive Plants Manual

With the help of New Hope Bird Alliance, KDB assisted with the creation of the NC Botanical
Garden’s Fourth Edition of their Controlling Invasive Plants Manual. The Manual introduces invasive
plants, outlines possible treatment methods, and highlights many of the most common invasive
species that are found in North Carolina. 

Litter Leader Led Cleanup at Fayetteville StreetLitter Leader Led Cleanup at Fayetteville StreetLitter Leader Led Cleanup at Fayetteville Street
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Litter Prevention
Adopt-a-Street 

Some of our most dedicated and regular
volunteers, Adopt-a-Street groups select a mile-
long stretch of city-maintained street(s) and
commit to removing litter along that distance
once a month. This year, our 35 Adopt-a-Street
groups spent 1,376 hours removing 7,976
pounds of litter from their adopted streets.  

K E E P  D U R H A M  B E A U T I F U L

DrucillaDrucilla    Chapter #19 Adopt-a-Street GroupChapter #19 Adopt-a-Street GroupDrucilla  Chapter #19 Adopt-a-Street Group

Big Sweep

Every October, KDB organizes Durham’s largest
litter cleanup effort of the year. Groups from
across the community lead cleanups throughout
the month all across Durham. This year, there
were 54 Big Sweep cleanups with 1,059
volunteers pitching in. This marks the largest
volunteer turnout and most number of events
since Big Sweep began in 2005. Across 2,285
hours, volunteers collected and removed 13,448
pounds of litter from local roadways, parks,
neighborhoods, and waterways. 

Adopt-a-Highway

In February 2024, KDB adopted a 2-mile stretch
of highway along East Geer Street and Cheek
Road as part of the NCDOT’s Adopt-a-Highway
program. KDB hosts regular volunteer cleanup
events along our adopted stretch. 

KDB Adopt-a-Highway CleanupKDB Adopt-a-Highway CleanupKDB Adopt-a-Highway Cleanup

Pack 461 Big Sweep CleanupPack 461 Big Sweep CleanupPack 461 Big Sweep Cleanup

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5

Safer Streets

Cleaner Community

Greatest Impact



17

Creek Week 

The third week in March each year, KDB celebrates Creek Week. In partnership with the City of
Durham Department of Environmental and Street Services Stormwater Division, we hosted the 17
annual week-long initiative dedicated to celebrating, protecting, and discovering Durham’s local
waterways. 

th

This year, 577 volunteers removed 15,048 pounds of trash from 41 different sites across Durham! In
addition to litter cleanups, this year’s Creek Week included paddle tours, water-based trivia, critter
observations, citizen science projects, frog watch, a stormwater talk, tree identification walks, and
more. These events were made possible thanks to our many partners all across Durham!

K E E P  D U R H A M  B E A U T I F U L

Creek Week Watershed Education at Voyager AcademyCreek Week Watershed Education at Voyager AcademyCreek Week Watershed Education at Voyager Academy Bike Lane Cleanup with Bike Durham

Bike Lane & Bus Stop Cleanups

In collaboration with Bike Durham, we led two cleanups of the bike lanes and bus stop on North
Miami Boulevard and Raynor Street. Across the two cleanups, 28 volunteers removed over 200
pounds of trash and several hundred pounds of plant debris. 

Greatest American Cleanup

Joining Keep America Beautiful affiliates across the nation, Keep Durham Beautiful hosted two
litter cleanups this fall as part of the Greatest American Cleanup. The goal of these cleanups is to
remove 25 billion pieces of trash nation-wide by July 4 , 2026. In our first two cleanups for this
event, 37 volunteers helped remove 758 pounds of litter from the area around E. Geer Street, Cheek
Road, and North Miami Boulevard.  KDB plans to continue this initiative in 2026 with two more
planned cleanups. 

th

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5

Clean Water & Education

Safe & Equitable Transportation

Nationwide Partnership
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Community Greening
Tree Plantings

This year, we planted 261 trees across Durham to improve the urban tree canopy with an emphasis
on native trees and locations with lower tree canopy cover. Our tree plantings would not be possible
without the support of our Tree Keepers, volunteers trained in tree planting and care. 

K E E P  D U R H A M  B E A U T I F U L A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5

Hillside High School Planting

30 volunteers from AKA Alpha Zeta Omega as well as
Hillside students planted 30 trees around campus. 

Elizabeth Street Planting

98 Durham Academy sixth graders joined us to plant 37
native trees and remove litter. 

College Heights Planting

In celebration of Arbor Day, 38 volunteers from Truist
and NCCU planted 53 native trees. 

Sima Avenue Planting

9 volunteers from Judea Reform sponsored the purchase
and planting of 10 American Linden Trees.
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Crest Street Park Planting

46 volunteers from the Duke and UNC chapters of Scale
& Coin planted 17 trees and 9 azalea shrubs. 

Shepard Middle School Planting

we were joined by 21 volunteers from AKA Alpha Zeta
Omega as well as Shepard students to plant 24 trees. 

McDougald Terrace Planting

with a group of 21 volunteers from AstraZeneca and
NCCU we planted 32 street trees. 

Sima Avenue Planting #2

AKA Alpha Zeta Omega joined us for a second Sima Ave.
planting on where 12 volunteers planted 16 trees.

Sandy Creek Park Beautification Project

On March, 1st, KDB was joined by 41 employees, members and friends of State Employees Credit
Union. These volunteers  helped with a comprehensive beautification project at Sandy Creek Park
hosted in partnership with Keep North Carolina Beautiful.

This project included weeding and raking garden beds, planting 350 flower bulbs, removing invasive
plants, and refreshing gravel trails at Sandy Creek Park. 
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Tree & Bulb Giveaways

Throughout the year, KDB hosts tree, plant, and seed giveaway events. These events encourage
planting native species and expand the urban tree canopy with the help of community members in
both public and private spaces. Across these events, KDB gave away 748 trees and 24,622 bulbs for
planting all around Durham. 

These giveaways are made possible through our partnerships with City of Durham Urban Forestry
Division, Panther Creek Forest Farm, Durham Tree Keepers, and the many community organizations
that helped connect residents with the events. 

K E E P  D U R H A M  B E A U T I F U L

Growing the Urban Forest

KDB will be leading the community engagement for the City of Durham’s plan for planting 8,500
trees in the next three years. In addition to the planting, the City is also conducting a city-wide
canopy study and an inventory of all city trees. Together, the canopy and inventory assessments will
measure current tree coverage within Durham’s urban growth boundary, help us understand the
health of our current canopy, and lead to identification of new suitable planting areas. 

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5

Fay Street Tree GiveawayFay Street Tree GiveawayFay Street Tree Giveaway Bulb Blitz

In 2025, we...KDB is reaching out to communities in
designated planting areas to spread awareness
of the process and information about the
benefits of urban trees. In tandem with the city
planting efforts, KDB is hosting educational
workshops, volunteer plantings, and tree
giveaway events.

Attended 16 community events to share
about the Urban Forestry program
Trained 26 new Tree Keeper Volunteers
Canvassed for homes adjacent to 722
planting sites, 403 of which were planted
this year



Sustainable Landscapes
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Durham Garden Tour

On April 26  and 27 , KDB hosted the second
annual Durham Garden Tour. The tour featured
ten distinctive gardens highlighting examples of
sustainable and creative design here in our very
own community.

th th

Each garden provided unique insights into
sustainable and innovative landscaping and
gardening practices like native planting, water
features, xeriscaping, edible planting, and more.
Attendees are able to explore the gardens, meet
garden owners, and converse with other tour
goers. 

With 460 garden visitors supported by 77
volunteers, the tour raised $23,000 that will go
toward Keep Durham Beautiful’s programming
and mission. 

K E E P  D U R H A M  B E A U T I F U L

Invasive Plant Removal

This year, KDB hosted  rotating monthly invasive
species removal workdays in Durham Parks in
collaboration with Durham Parks and Rec,
Rewild Earth, and New Hope Bird Alliance. The  
events were led by volunteers Julie d’Ablaing,
Peter Schubert, Megan Brame, and Steven
Feuerstein. 

Durham Garden Tour at the Extension OfficeDurham Garden Tour at the Extension OfficeDurham Garden Tour at the Extension Office

Invasive Species Workday at Cornwallis ParkInvasive Species Workday at Cornwallis ParkInvasive Species Workday at Cornwallis Park

Invasive Plant Removal Volunteer LeadersInvasive Plant Removal Volunteer LeadersInvasive Plant Removal Volunteer Leaders

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5



This year, we’ve worked in partnership with Panther Creek Forest Farm to expand access to trees
for Durham residents. KDB’s office serves as a site for seed collection. Donated seeds go to Panther
Creek Forest Farm where KDB helps provide volunteers for seed planting and care. Finally, when the
trees are mature enough for planting, we help to distribute these trees to Durham residents
throughout the community via tree giveaways at no cost to residents.

22

Seed Collection

K E E P  D U R H A M  B E A U T I F U L

Potting Seedlings at the Big DigPotting Seedlings at the Big DigPotting Seedlings at the Big Dig Invasive Plant Removal at Lyon ParkInvasive Plant Removal at Lyon ParkInvasive Plant Removal at Lyon Park

Removing invasive plants is important because they can negatively impact the environment,
economy, and the health of human and animals. Invasive plants often displace native plants which
can lead to reduced biodiversity, altered habitats, and even the extinction of native species. 

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5

Events Parks VolunteersHours Sq. Ft. Cleared
33 16 499749 3.5M

Invasive Plant Removal by the Numbers

Panther Creek Forest Farm Partnership 

The Big Dig

At the beginning of November, we joined Panther Creek Forest Farm for the Big Dig. For this annual,
large-scale workday, 45 volunteers came to the community forest farm to pitch in. Volunteers potted
500+ tree seedlings, gave away 20 trees to the community, and processed black walnut seeds to be
easily planted. These seedlings will grow into saplings over the next few years and will eventually be
given away to Durham community members.



Volunteer Highlights
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Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service

In celebration of Martin Luther King Jr. Day of
Service, KDB hosted four litter cleanups at
Merrick Moore Garden, E. Geer Street and Cheek
Road, Southside, and Walltown. We were joined
by 185 volunteers who removed 3,754 pounds of
litter across Durham in one day. 

In addition to these four events, KDB partnered
with Litter Leaders, community members, and
organizations to hold seven other cleanup events
over MLK Day weekend. 

K E E P  D U R H A M  B E A U T I F U L

9/11 Day of Service

In honor and remembrance of 9/11, KDB hosted
two litter cleanups on Hoover Road and in East
Durham. We were joined by 40 volunteers who
removed an estimated 1,224 pounds of trash.

Litter Collected from E. Geer and Cheek on MLK DayLitter Collected from E. Geer and Cheek on MLK DayLitter Collected from E. Geer and Cheek on MLK Day

9/11 Day of Service Cleanup9/11 Day of Service Cleanup9/11 Day of Service Cleanup

Pollinator Plant Giveaway at Earth Day FestivalPollinator Plant Giveaway at Earth Day FestivalPollinator Plant Giveaway at Earth Day Festival

Earth Month

In celebration of Earth Month, KDB hosted a
variety of events including 11 litter cleanups with
194 volunteers. Green Team volunteers at the
Full Frame Film Festival used our Clearstream
Recycling Bins to help festival goers responsibly
sort their trash at the event. Additionally, at the
Earth Day Festival, KDB gave away 395 native
pollinator plants from Mellow Marsh Farm.

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5
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K E E P  D U R H A M  B E A U T I F U L

Board of Directors

Tamette Farrington
      Board Chair
Rachel Owens
      Vice Chair
Melissa Amoabeng
      Secretary
Sandy Demeree
      Treasurer

Staff

Tania Dautlick
      Executive Director
Dawn Keyser
      Program Director
Meixin Wang
      Urban Forestry Community Engagement    
      Coordinator
Ellie Dilworth
      Communications & Marketing Coordinator

Our Team

Matt Archibald
LaTonya Bufford
Claire Cooney
Zack Ezor
Julianne Johnson
Joshua Khani
Ann Leininger
Narkie Nartey
Isabel Rigsbee
Crystal Taylor
Pablo Torres

KDB Executive CommitteeKDB Executive CommitteeKDB Executive Committee

KDB StaffKDB StaffKDB Staff

KDB Staff TeambuildingKDB Staff TeambuildingKDB Staff Teambuilding
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Officers Board Members



2025 Donors & Sponsors
K E E P  D U R H A M  B E A U T I F U L

$10,000 +

City of Durham
Duke Energy Foundation
Duke University 

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5
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Durham County
Arbor Day Foundation
Durham County Soil & Water

$2,000 - $9,999

Beaver Lodge Local 1504
Downtown Durham, Inc. 
McAdams SHARES 

Gateway Building Company
Fidelity Charitable
The Triangle Nonprofit  & Volunteer 
      Leadership Center

$1,000 - 1,999

Lakewood Social
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
Cavett French
Durham Community Land Trustees, Inc.
Gonzalez Painters and Contractors

Haven Design Build
Julianne Johnson
Keep North Carolina Beautiful
MetLife Green Team
Vanguard Charitable

$500 - $999
Ambata Property
Claire Cooney
Judea Reform Congregation
Leigh & Clay Bordley
Janet Bering
Acorn & Oak Property 
      Management

Garden Environments
Lauren C. K. Goslin
Matthew Fisher
Mitchell James
Sandy Demeree
Sarah P. Duke Gardens

Ann leininger
Ben Michelman
Deep Roots Natives
DesignBank Durham
Durham Garden Center
Bartlett Tree Expert
For Garden’s Sake



$100-$499
Irene Lofstrom
Elizabeth McFarlane
Marlena Byrne
Sally Hodges-Copple
Michael James & 
      Patricia Wild
A Pop of Yellow Interior 
      Styling & Staging
Beth Owen
Bright Leaf Landscaping
Broadway Veterinary 
      Hospital
Cottage Garden
      Landscaping
Dwight Keoebert
Ellen Cassilly
Fred Parham
Jacqueline Ernst
Jarin and Co. Real Estate
Leaf & Limb
Melissa Hall Garden Designs
New Hope Bird Alliance
Panther Creek Forest Farm
Piedmont Feed & Garden 
      Center

Bountiful Backyards
Buddha Bee Apiary
Caroline Gilmore
Cheri Elliott
Courtney McGuire
Durham Womans Club
Elisa Ezor
Flowering Earth Natives
Hoffman Nursery
Ian Pond
Jennifer Maher
Josh Quinlan
Kendall Kirk
Leaf Song Landscapes
Marcia-David Johnson
Melissa Amoabeng
Mike M
Paul Feldblum
Rachel Owens
Rohini Rajgopal
Steve M. Schewel
Stone Brothers & Byrd
Wallace Nunnelly
Wendi Gale
William Scott Morrow

The Rock Shop
Sylvianne Roberge
The Glass Jug
Tracy Dryden
Triangle ECycling
Steve Cohn
Stephen Halverson
Maury Smith
Esteban Bortiri
Christine Veillard
Ben Levine
Durham Monthly Meeting of 
      Friends
Paul Norby
Scott Hennes
Stephanie Garrity
Melissa Smart
Gracie Riehm
Alexa Wagner
Andie & Craig Goodrich
Angel Peterchev
Barnes Supply Co. 
Bee Downtown Foundation
Beth Armbruster
Blackbaud Giving Fund
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Contact Us
Phone: (919) 354-2729
Email: info@keepdurhambeautiful.org

Connect with Us Website:
keepdurhambeautiful.org
Social: @keepdurhambeautiful

Find Us

2011 Fay Street

Durham, NC 27704



A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5K E E P  D U R H A M  B E A U T I F U L

“This is my 5th time
planting trees. I
continue to be

amazed with the
dedication KDB has

with the Durham
community and plan
to continue making a

difference!”

“Keep Durham
Beautiful is true to its

name! KDB does a
tremendous job in
keeping Durham

beautiful!”

“I attended a session
this past Sunday and

found it to be
especially gratifying

because I felt like I was
making a difference in

the world. After my
experience, I

immediately signed up
for the next event on

the website...”
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	About KDB
	Our Mission and Values
	We build environmentally just, resilient, and beautiful outdoor spaces in cooperation with Durham communities.
	We recognize that environmental resources have not been equitably distributed across Durham. Our work focuses on connecting communities with the tools, support, and opportunities they need to create a more just, resilient, and equitable environment. We make volunteering accessible for everyone—youth, seniors, families, and coworkers alike—so all residents can take part in shaping their outdoor spaces. Our projects create visible, long‑lasting improvements.

	Our Vision for Durham
	At Keep Durham Beautiful, our vision is that everyone in Durham has access to clean, green and beautiful outdoor spaces. That’s why we listen and take action every day to learn about our community’s environmental needs. While it is daunting to try to solve the issues challenging our environment alone, Keep Durham Beautiful is here to make it easier. Together we can lay the foundation for a resilient community.
	An affiliate of Keep America Beautiful, Keep Durham Beautiful is a 501c3 nonprofit. We work in partnership with the City of Durham and Durham County to help residents take action through volunteer opportunities, tool lending, educational programs, and resource coordination. Our environmental stewardship activities focus on litter prevention and community greening where they are most needed.
	KEEP DURHAM BEAUTIFUL



	Our 2025 Impact
	THE POWER OF VOLUNTEERS
	5,558 volunteers
	11,934 volunteer hours
	Thousands of hands working together to create a cleaner, greener Durham.

	GROWING DURHAM’S URBAN CANOPY
	261 native trees planted
	748 trees distributed to residents
	Cleaner air, cooler neighborhoods, and healthier ecosystems for generations.

	RESTORING OUR COMMUNITY SPACES
	59,123 pounds of litter removed
	175 tires cleared
	Safer, more beautiful neighborhoods and reduced pollution in local habitats.

	REVIVING NATIVE LANDSCAPES
	3.5 million sq. ft. cleared of invasives
	24,622 flower bulbs distributed
	Thriving green spaces and vibrant biodiversity across Durham.

	Annual Total Volunteer Value
	Value of volunteer hours based on the 2024 hourly rate ($33.01) for North Carolina calculated by the Independent Sector.


	$393,875
	Adopt-a-Street Groups
	organizing monthly litter cleanups along a 1-mile stretch of City-maintained street(s) on an annual commitment.

	Volunteers Hours by Program
	11,932  Total Volunteer Hours

	Litter Collected by Program
	Pounds Collected (lbs)

	Volunteer Highlights
	Dr. MLK Jr. Day of Service 185 Volunteers   586 Volunteer Hours 3,754 Pounds of Litter Removed
	Creek Week 41 Sites 577 Volunteers  11,030 Pounds Collected
	Big Sweep 1,059 Volunteers 2,285 Volunteer Hours 13,448 Pounds Collected


	Resources
	All Funding Sources FY25 $388,905
	City Contributions - $139,673 (36% of Total) include funding for one FTE, office HQ and portion of operating budget
	County Contributions - $27,390 (7% of Total) supported KDB operating budget in FY25
	*Nonprofit Fundraising - $221,842 (57% of Total) income raised from donations, fundraising, special projects and grants
	*See Pie Chart below for breakdown of red column, Nonprofit Fundraising.

	57%
	36%
	7%

	*Nonprofit Fundraising Sources $221,842
	Unrestricted Donations, Sponsorships, & Fees - $61,932 (28%) include individual donations, corporate sponsorships, and fundraising event income
	Special Projects - $80,000 (36%) include restricted donations for special projects
	Unrestricted Grants - $43,520 (20%) include Green Music Program, Oak Foundation, Triangle Community Foundation, Keep NC Beautiful
	Restricted Grants - $36,389 (16%) include US Department of Agriculture, Arbor Day Foundation, ManBites Dog Theater Co.


	Our Focus Areas
	Everything we do at KDB creates a clean, green, and beautiful Durham that benefits residents, visitors, and our local environment. We’re committed to a Durham that is safe, accessible, and healthy for everyone. Our work is contributing to a healthy Durham now and in the future with impacts including:
	Pollution reduction
	Water quality protection
	Air quality improvement
	Flood mitigation
	Heat island reduction
	Habitat restoration
	Community engagement
	Environmental education
	Urban greening
	Community resilience
	Litter Prevention
	Litter harms our communities. It devalues neighborhoods, threatens wildlife, and reduces water quality impacting the health of our residents. We connect residents with resources and other volunteers to build an engaged and active community dedicated to litter prevention in Durham.
	At KDB, we organize community litter removal events on roadsides and waterways and focus on preventing litter, stopping it at the source. This means collaborating with local businesses, other nonprofit organizations, and City and County initiatives. We emphasize education to engage youth as part of the solution. All neighborhoods and communities in Durham deserve to be beautiful, litter-free, and healthy.

	Litter Kits in Durham Schools
	allowing schools to teach sustainability and  engage students in service learning.

	8,965
	Cigarette Butts Collected
	in 2025, removed to support healthier local environments and community spaces.


	398,103
	Pounds of Litter Collected
	through KDB volunteer programming and events since 2020.



	Community Greening & Sustainable Landscapes
	Our mission is to build environmentally just, resilient, and beautiful outdoor spaces. That means we’re dedicated to a green Durham not just for right now, but one that is sustainably green for the future as well. We support this mission by planting native trees and flowers, removing invasive plants, and connecting residents with resources to learn and adopt sustainable landscaping. We work with individuals, companies, and community groups to be stewards of the land around them.
	We also support City and County efforts in tree planting and sustainable gardening. We’ve established a network of residents, community gardens, local businesses, and landscaping experts that share knowledge and resources to build community resilience in the face of climate change. Native trees and plants make positive impacts on our health and environment including:
	Lower Urban Heat Islands
	Protect Water Quality
	Improve Mental Health
	Reduce Flooding
	Improve Air Quality
	Food & Nesting for Pollinators
	2025 Native Tree Plantings
	2025 Invasive Species Removal Projects
	Outreach, Engagement, & Education
	We’re committed to including everyone in the conversation about how we can take responsibility for our neighborhoods, parks, and natural spaces. We want to learn from community members and organizations about what projects are important to them and use our resources to make those projects happen.
	We build partnerships with community groups, businesses, and organizations with similar goals to leverage resources and build an environmentally resilient, clean, and connected Durham. KDB works to bridge the equity gap among Durham’s environmental groups, share volunteer opportunities, promote the work and events of our partners, and get Durham engaged and excited about stewardship of our outdoor spaces.


	Residents Engaged
	at KDB outreach events in 2025 including tabling at community events, educational events, and community presentations.


	2,580
	Newsletter Subscribers
	who receive our biweekly newsletter that shares KDB events, partner organization events, and educational information.


	15,390
	Student Art at Morehead Elementary
	Durham Master Gardener Pollinator Event

	Our Partnerships
	The support we receive from our partners at the City of Durham and Durham County is essential to our success. We work in collaboration with a wide variety of both City and County departments and programs to help connect residents with resources, community networks, and volunteer opportunities to create a connected and thriving Durham.
	City of Durham
	Litter Prevention
	Durham Parks & Recreation
	Environmental & Street Services, Impact Team
	Public Art Program
	Environmental & Street Services, Street Cleaning
	Environmental & Street Services, Solid Waste
	Water Management
	Budget & Management Services, Office of Performance & Innovation
	Environmental & Street Services, Stormwater Division

	Community Greening & Sustainable Landscapes
	Durham Parks & Recreation
	Sustainability & Resiliency Program
	Budget & Management Services, Office of Performance & Innovation
	Urban Forestry Program

	Outreach, Engagement, & Communication
	Durham Parks & Recreation
	Sustainability & Resiliency Program
	Public Art Program
	Water Management
	Community Partnerships & Engagement
	Urban Forestry Program
	Environmental & Street Services, Solid Waste Management Program
	Budget & Management Services, Office of Performance & Innovation
	Durham Police Department



	Durham County
	Litter Prevention
	Durham County Open Space
	Durham Public Schools
	Public Art Program
	Durham County General Services
	Soil & Water Conservation District
	Durham County Library
	Durham County Department of Public Health

	Community Greening & Sustainable Landscapes
	Durham County Sustainability Office
	Durham Public Schools
	Soil & Water Conversation District
	Durham County Cooperative Extension
	Durham County Department of Public health

	Outreach, Engagement, & Communication
	Public Art Program
	Durham County Department of Public Health
	Durham County Sustainability Office
	Durham Public Schools
	Soil & Water Conversation District
	Durham County Cooperative Extension
	Durham County General Services
	Durham County Library

	Durham City & County Employee Big Sweep
	Tree Keeper Training with the Cooperative Extension
	Durham Pride Parade

	Outreach & Engagement
	Durham Bee City Committee
	Bee Day
	Durham has been recognized as a Bee City USA since 2016. In June, KDB cohosted the fourth annual Durham Bee Day Festival in celebration of National Pollinator Week. Over 300 people attended to help protect pollinators, sample honey, observe bee hives, and join a parade.
	This was the largest Bee Day celebration yet, featuring 14 organizations that joined to share information, crafts, demonstrations, and more. At Bee Day, KDB distributed 110 pollinator plants grown by Annabel Renwick at Duke Gardens.

	Chatham Mills Pollinator Garden
	In August, 9 members of the City of Durham landscaping team and 8 members of the Durham Bee City Committee toured Debbie Roos’ Pollinator Paradise Garden in Pittsboro. Visitors were able to learn about the garden and pollinator planting practices to bring back to Durham.
	The garden  features over 225 species of perennials, trees, shrubs, vines, and grasses,  85% of which are native to North Carolina.
	Bee Day
	Bee Day Parade
	Pollinator Paradise Garden Tour




	Durham Environmental Coalition
	KDB helps host and co-lead the Durham Environmental Coalition (DEC). A collaboration of 33 diverse organizations, the DEC envisions an equitable environmental movement that values biodiversity, sustainability, and inclusive decision-making. At its core, the DEC addresses critical issues in the environmental sector, including the underrepresentation of Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) in environmental initiatives. The coalition actively works to amplify BIPOC voices and organizations, fostering a more inclusive and representative environmental movement.
	In 2025, the DEC hosted a series of impactful monthly meetings including presentations by City-County Planning on the new Unified Development Ordinance, New Hope Bird Alliance, Durham Hub Farm, the Master Naturalist Program, Merrick-Moore Community Development Corporation, Project Pando by Leaf & Limb, and KDB on upcoming Durham Urban Forestry Plantings.

	Beaver Queen Pageant
	This year, KDB was honored to be the fundraising recipient of the 2025 Beaver Queen Pageant. The pageant raised $9,000 for KDB to continue supporting our programming going toward our mission and vision for Durham. The first Beaver Queen Pageant in 2005 was a celebration of a successful campaign to protect a tract of wetland in Durham that serves as a beaver habitat. Now, the pageant serves as a unique Durham event and fundraiser.

	Durham Pride Parade
	For the second year in a row, KDB participated in the Durham Pride Parade celebrating pride and picking up litter along the parade route. We were joined by 17 volunteers from KDB and NC Peace Corps and removed 66 pounds of trash along the way!
	Beaver Queen Pageant
	Durham Pride Parade


	Education
	Litter Prevention Public Art
	In partnership with the City of Durham Cultural and Public Art Program, KDB received a $10,000 grant from South Arts to promote litter prevention through a creative public art installation at a bus stop shelter and an interior mural at Southern High School. The mural is nearing completion by the students and regional artist Mayanthi Jayawardena.
	As an additional part of the mural project, we expanded our Litter Kits in Schools curriculum to include art-focused litter prevention classroom projects and exercises including a classroom sculpture activity, recycling bag decoration, and a litter free mural project. This curriculum accompanies a complete litter kit for schools to engage with litter prevention for K-12 students.

	Invasive Plant Removal Workshop
	On May 1st, 24 attendees joined us at Campus Hills Park for our first Invasive Plant Removal Workshop in partnership with New Hope Bird Alliance and ReWild Earth. This workshop served as an educational component alongside our monthly invasive plant removal workdays at Durham parks held throughout the year.
	This workshop included a presentation on the importance of removing invasive plants, best practices, and tool use training. We practiced different techniques in an outdoors, hands-on portion.
	Southern High School Mural
	Invasive Plant Removal Workshop



	Other Educational Initiatives
	Litter Leader Trainings
	Over three sessions, we trained 39 new Litter Leaders in 2025. Litter Leaders are volunteers dedicated to litter prevention in Durham. After receiving training on best practices for leading litter cleanups, volunteers can then organize and lead their own cleanups for the community.

	Tree Keeper Training
	Each year, along with the City of Durham and the Durham County Cooperative Extension, KDB hosts a Tree Keeper Training Series. In 2025, 28 participants were trained in tree planting, pruning, and tree care. After completing training, Tree Keepers lead small groups of volunteers, provide quality control, and teach others how to plant and care for trees.

	Leave Your Leaves Forum
	In August, ahead of autumn, we hosted a Leave Your Leaves information session with New Hope Bird Alliance (NHBA) at the Durham County Library. Led by NHBA’s Barbara Driscoll, 28 attendees learned how leaving your leaves in the fall to naturally decompose back into your garden benefits the birds and insects, prevents climate change, reduces flooding, and saves time and money.

	Controlling Invasive Plants Manual
	With the help of New Hope Bird Alliance, KDB assisted with the creation of the NC Botanical Garden’s Fourth Edition of their Controlling Invasive Plants Manual. The Manual introduces invasive plants, outlines possible treatment methods, and highlights many of the most common invasive species that are found in North Carolina.
	Litter Leader Led Cleanup at Fayetteville Street
	Tree Keeper Training



	Litter Prevention
	Adopt-a-Street
	Safer Streets
	Some of our most dedicated and regular volunteers, Adopt-a-Street groups select a mile-long stretch of city-maintained street(s) and commit to removing litter along that distance once a month. This year, our 35 Adopt-a-Street groups spent 1,376 hours removing 7,976 pounds of litter from their adopted streets.
	Drucilla  Chapter #19 Adopt-a-Street Group



	Adopt-a-Highway
	Cleaner Community
	In February 2024, KDB adopted a 2-mile stretch of highway along East Geer Street and Cheek Road as part of the NCDOT’s Adopt-a-Highway program. KDB hosts regular volunteer cleanup events along our adopted stretch.


	Big Sweep
	Greatest Impact
	Every October, KDB organizes Durham’s largest litter cleanup effort of the year. Groups from across the community lead cleanups throughout the month all across Durham. This year, there were 54 Big Sweep cleanups with 1,059 volunteers pitching in. This marks the largest volunteer turnout and most number of events since Big Sweep began in 2005. Across 2,285 hours, volunteers collected and removed 13,448 pounds of litter from local roadways, parks, neighborhoods, and waterways.
	KDB Adopt-a-Highway Cleanup
	Pack 461 Big Sweep Cleanup




	Creek Week
	Clean Water & Education
	The third week in March each year, KDB celebrates Creek Week. In partnership with the City of Durham Department of Environmental and Street Services Stormwater Division, we hosted the 17th annual week-long initiative dedicated to celebrating, protecting, and discovering Durham’s local waterways.
	This year, 577 volunteers removed 15,048 pounds of trash from 41 different sites across Durham! In addition to litter cleanups, this year’s Creek Week included paddle tours, water-based trivia, critter observations, citizen science projects, frog watch, a stormwater talk, tree identification walks, and more. These events were made possible thanks to our many partners all across Durham!


	Bike Lane & Bus Stop Cleanups
	Safe & Equitable Transportation
	In collaboration with Bike Durham, we led two cleanups of the bike lanes and bus stop on North Miami Boulevard and Raynor Street. Across the two cleanups, 28 volunteers removed over 200 pounds of trash and several hundred pounds of plant debris.


	Greatest American Cleanup
	Nationwide Partnership
	Joining Keep America Beautiful affiliates across the nation, Keep Durham Beautiful hosted two litter cleanups this fall as part of the Greatest American Cleanup. The goal of these cleanups is to remove 25 billion pieces of trash nation-wide by July 4th, 2026. In our first two cleanups for this event, 37 volunteers helped remove 758 pounds of litter from the area around E. Geer Street, Cheek Road, and North Miami Boulevard.  KDB plans to continue this initiative in 2026 with two more planned cleanups.
	Creek Week Watershed Education at Voyager Academy
	Bike Lane Cleanup with Bike Durham



	Community Greening
	Tree Plantings
	This year, we planted 261 trees across Durham to improve the urban tree canopy with an emphasis on native trees and locations with lower tree canopy cover. Our tree plantings would not be possible without the support of our Tree Keepers, volunteers trained in tree planting and care.
	Hillside High School Planting
	30 volunteers from AKA Alpha Zeta Omega as well as Hillside students planted 30 trees around campus.

	Elizabeth Street Planting
	98 Durham Academy sixth graders joined us to plant 37 native trees and remove litter.

	College Heights Planting
	In celebration of Arbor Day, 38 volunteers from Truist and NCCU planted 53 native trees.

	Sima Avenue Planting
	9 volunteers from Judea Reform sponsored the purchase and planting of 10 American Linden Trees.


	Crest Street Park Planting
	46 volunteers from the Duke and UNC chapters of Scale & Coin planted 17 trees and 9 azalea shrubs.

	Shepard Middle School Planting
	we were joined by 21 volunteers from AKA Alpha Zeta Omega as well as Shepard students to plant 24 trees.

	McDougald Terrace Planting
	with a group of 21 volunteers from AstraZeneca and NCCU we planted 32 street trees.

	Sima Avenue Planting #2
	AKA Alpha Zeta Omega joined us for a second Sima Ave.  planting on where 12 volunteers planted 16 trees.



	Sandy Creek Park Beautification Project
	On March, 1st, KDB was joined by 41 employees, members and friends of State Employees Credit Union. These volunteers  helped with a comprehensive beautification project at Sandy Creek Park hosted in partnership with Keep North Carolina Beautiful.
	This project included weeding and raking garden beds, planting 350 flower bulbs, removing invasive plants, and refreshing gravel trails at Sandy Creek Park.

	Tree & Bulb Giveaways
	Throughout the year, KDB hosts tree, plant, and seed giveaway events. These events encourage planting native species and expand the urban tree canopy with the help of community members in both public and private spaces. Across these events, KDB gave away 748 trees and 24,622 bulbs for planting all around Durham.
	These giveaways are made possible through our partnerships with City of Durham Urban Forestry Division, Panther Creek Forest Farm, Durham Tree Keepers, and the many community organizations that helped connect residents with the events.

	Growing the Urban Forest
	KDB will be leading the community engagement for the City of Durham’s plan for planting 8,500 trees in the next three years. In addition to the planting, the City is also conducting a city-wide canopy study and an inventory of all city trees. Together, the canopy and inventory assessments will measure current tree coverage within Durham’s urban growth boundary, help us understand the health of our current canopy, and lead to identification of new suitable planting areas.
	KDB is reaching out to communities in designated planting areas to spread awareness of the process and information about the benefits of urban trees. In tandem with the city planting efforts, KDB is hosting educational workshops, volunteer plantings, and tree giveaway events.
	In 2025, we...
	Attended 16 community events to share about the Urban Forestry program
	Trained 26 new Tree Keeper Volunteers
	Canvassed for homes adjacent to 722 planting sites, 403 of which were planted this year
	Fay Street Tree Giveaway
	Bulb Blitz



	Sustainable Landscapes
	Durham Garden Tour
	On April 26th and 27th, KDB hosted the second annual Durham Garden Tour. The tour featured ten distinctive gardens highlighting examples of sustainable and creative design here in our very own community.
	Each garden provided unique insights into sustainable and innovative landscaping and gardening practices like native planting, water features, xeriscaping, edible planting, and more. Attendees are able to explore the gardens, meet garden owners, and converse with other tour goers.
	With 460 garden visitors supported by 77 volunteers, the tour raised $23,000 that will go toward Keep Durham Beautiful’s programming and mission.

	Invasive Plant Removal
	This year, KDB hosted  rotating monthly invasive species removal workdays in Durham Parks in collaboration with Durham Parks and Rec, Rewild Earth, and New Hope Bird Alliance. The  events were led by volunteers Julie d’Ablaing, Peter Schubert, Megan Brame, and Steven Feuerstein.
	Durham Garden Tour at the Extension Office
	Invasive Species Workday at Cornwallis Park
	Invasive Plant Removal Volunteer Leaders
	Removing invasive plants is important because they can negatively impact the environment, economy, and the health of human and animals. Invasive plants often displace native plants which can lead to reduced biodiversity, altered habitats, and even the extinction of native species.


	Invasive Plant Removal by the Numbers
	Events
	Parks


	749
	Hours

	499
	Volunteers


	3.5M
	Sq. Ft. Cleared
	Seed Collection
	Panther Creek Forest Farm Partnership
	This year, we’ve worked in partnership with Panther Creek Forest Farm to expand access to trees for Durham residents. KDB’s office serves as a site for seed collection. Donated seeds go to Panther Creek Forest Farm where KDB helps provide volunteers for seed planting and care. Finally, when the trees are mature enough for planting, we help to distribute these trees to Durham residents throughout the community via tree giveaways at no cost to residents.

	The Big Dig
	At the beginning of November, we joined Panther Creek Forest Farm for the Big Dig. For this annual, large-scale workday, 45 volunteers came to the community forest farm to pitch in. Volunteers potted 500+ tree seedlings, gave away 20 trees to the community, and processed black walnut seeds to be easily planted. These seedlings will grow into saplings over the next few years and will eventually be given away to Durham community members.
	Potting Seedlings at the Big Dig
	Invasive Plant Removal at Lyon Park




	Volunteer Highlights
	Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service
	In celebration of Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service, KDB hosted four litter cleanups at Merrick Moore Garden, E. Geer Street and Cheek Road, Southside, and Walltown. We were joined by 185 volunteers who removed 3,754 pounds of litter across Durham in one day.
	In addition to these four events, KDB partnered with Litter Leaders, community members, and organizations to hold seven other cleanup events over MLK Day weekend.

	9/11 Day of Service
	In honor and remembrance of 9/11, KDB hosted two litter cleanups on Hoover Road and in East Durham. We were joined by 40 volunteers who removed an estimated 1,224 pounds of trash.

	Earth Month
	In celebration of Earth Month, KDB hosted a variety of events including 11 litter cleanups with 194 volunteers. Green Team volunteers at the Full Frame Film Festival used our Clearstream Recycling Bins to help festival goers responsibly sort their trash at the event. Additionally, at the Earth Day Festival, KDB gave away 395 native pollinator plants from Mellow Marsh Farm.
	Litter Collected from E. Geer and Cheek on MLK Day
	9/11 Day of Service Cleanup
	Pollinator Plant Giveaway at Earth Day Festival



	Our Team
	Board of Directors
	Officers
	Board Members
	Tamette Farrington       Board Chair Rachel Owens       Vice Chair Melissa Amoabeng       Secretary Sandy Demeree       Treasurer
	Matt Archibald LaTonya Bufford Claire Cooney Zack Ezor Julianne Johnson Joshua Khani Ann Leininger Narkie Nartey Isabel Rigsbee Crystal Taylor Pablo Torres
	KDB Executive Committee


	Staff
	KDB Staff
	Tania Dautlick       Executive Director Dawn Keyser       Program Director Meixin Wang       Urban Forestry Community Engagement           Coordinator Ellie Dilworth       Communications & Marketing Coordinator
	KDB Staff Teambuilding



	2025 Donors & Sponsors
	$10,000 +
	City of Durham Duke Energy Foundation Duke University
	Durham County Arbor Day Foundation Durham County Soil & Water

	$2,000 - $9,999
	Beaver Lodge Local 1504 Downtown Durham, Inc.  McAdams SHARES
	Gateway Building Company Fidelity Charitable The Triangle Nonprofit  & Volunteer        Leadership Center

	$1,000 - 1,999
	Lakewood Social Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Cavett French Durham Community Land Trustees, Inc. Gonzalez Painters and Contractors
	Haven Design Build Julianne Johnson Keep North Carolina Beautiful MetLife Green Team Vanguard Charitable

	$500 - $999
	Ambata Property Claire Cooney Judea Reform Congregation Leigh & Clay Bordley Janet Bering Acorn & Oak Property        Management
	Ann leininger Ben Michelman Deep Roots Natives DesignBank Durham Durham Garden Center Bartlett Tree Expert For Garden’s Sake
	Garden Environments Lauren C. K. Goslin Matthew Fisher Mitchell James Sandy Demeree Sarah P. Duke Gardens
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	Bountiful Backyards Buddha Bee Apiary Caroline Gilmore Cheri Elliott Courtney McGuire Durham Womans Club Elisa Ezor Flowering Earth Natives Hoffman Nursery Ian Pond Jennifer Maher Josh Quinlan Kendall Kirk Leaf Song Landscapes Marcia-David Johnson Melissa Amoabeng Mike M Paul Feldblum Rachel Owens Rohini Rajgopal Steve M. Schewel Stone Brothers & Byrd Wallace Nunnelly Wendi Gale William Scott Morrow
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	“This is my 5th time planting trees. I continue to be amazed with the dedication KDB has with the Durham community and plan to continue making a difference!”
	“I attended a session this past Sunday and found it to be especially gratifying because I felt like I was making a difference in the world. After my experience, I immediately signed up for the next event on the website...”
	“Keep Durham Beautiful is true to its name! KDB does a tremendous job in keeping Durham beautiful!”

