
Request to Relocate Graves
Durham County Board of Commissioners,

My name is John Gregory Upchurch. I own parcel 0779-57-5073, located in Durham County at

3104 Carpenter Pond Rd ("Upchurch Property"). The Upchurch Property has been owned and

farmed by my family since 1986. After my father's passing in 2000, the Upchurch Property

transitioned to income-producing forestland. My mother, Mary F. Upchurch, died on January 19,

2017. I inherited the Upchurch Property from my mother at that time per her last will and

testament. Exhibit G documents my ownership of the Upchurch Property.

Pursuant to N.C.G.S. 65-106, I'm requesting approval to relocate the graves of Otis Emory

(1916-1925) and Coolidge Emory (1925-1926), children of B.F. and Pearl Emory, from the

Upchurch Property to Woodlawn Memorial Park, per all applicable provisions of said statute.

Otis and Coolidge are buried approximately one hundred and seventy-five feet (175')

north-northwest of Astor Hill Dr. & Carpenter Pond Rd. in two marked graves. Exhibit B includes

a vicinity map and a detailed map showing the approximate location of the marked graves

("Emory Cemetery"). Over the years, the graves in Emory Cemetery have become sunken,

overgrown, and difficult to access. The cemetery has also been the target of recent vandalism.

I want to relocate Otis and Coolidge Emory's graves to Woodlawn Memorial Park to make

access safer, protect them from further vandalism, provide for their perpetual care, and reunite

the brothers with five of their siblings. Everstory Partners (formerly StoneMor Inc.) owns

Woodlawn Memorial Park and will be responsible for the perpetual care of the graves.

I do not know for sure, but I suspect there are three additional graves near Otis and Coolidge

Emory: the graves of their parents, B.F. and Pearl Emory, and their grandmother, Louella Emory.

These three probable graves are unmarked, and their exact locations are unknown. Relocating

Otis and Coolidge Emory will allow us to search for and find the lost graves of B.F. and Pearl

Emory and reunite them with seven of their children in Woodlawn. Exhibit C includes records of

all known and probable graves in Emory Cemetery.
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I contacted the next of kin via certified mail and email and informed them of my intent to relocate

the graves. Every family member who responded to me supported relocating the graves to

Woodlawn Memorial Park. They all indicated they want their grandparents reunited with their

uncles and aunts. Exhibit A contains a letter of the family's support for relocating the graves.

Pursuant to N.C.G.S. 65-106(d), I notified next of kin via certified mail of my intent to relocate

graves from the Upchurch Property to Woodlawn Memorial Park (Exhibit E). I also published

notice of my intent to relocate the graves in both Durham and Wake counties for four

consecutive weeks via the Herald-Sun and the News and Observer (Exhibit F). Additionally, I

understand that I am responsible for all expenses of disinterment, removal, and acquisition of

the new burial sites and reinterment, including the actual reasonable expense of one of the next

of kin incurred in attending the same. I informed the Emory family of my obligation and their

entitlement.

Furthermore, on August 24, 2023, I met with the Emory family at Woodlawn Memorial Park to

review multiple reinterment options and locations (Exhibit A). Based on the family's preference, I

purchased five adjacent graves suitable for holding the relocated remains (Exhibit H).

In addition to the provisions of N.C.G.S. 65-106, I informed the Emory family that I intend to

preserve their connection to the Upchurch Property by constructing a small memorial garden

and dedicating a permanent marker in memory of the Emory family. I also intend to dedicate a

permanent marker in memory of my mother, Mary Frances Upchurch (1942-2017). An easement

deed will be created and registered with Durham County following the construction of the

garden.
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Exhibit A - Emory Letter of Support
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Exhibit B - Emory Cemetery - Location

Emory Cemetery is located at the site of two marked graves, approximately one hundred and

seventy-five feet (175’) north-northwest of Astor Hill Dr & Carpenter Pond Rd in Durham, NC.

The map below indicates the vicinity of the Upchurch Property and the approximate location of

Emory Cemetery.
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Exhibit B - Emory Cemetery - Location

The map below provides additional detail for locating the Emory Cemetery on the Upchurch

Property.
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Exhibit C - Emory Cemetery - Interred

B.F. and Pearl Emory purchased the land now known as the Upchurch Property in 1919 ("Emory

Farm"). Otis Emory (1916-1925), the son of B.F. and Pearl Emory, was the first Emory death

and burial recorded on Emory Farm. Otis Emory's grave is marked and is the first of two graves

that establish a pattern of home burials and establish the location of Emory Cemetery.

Coolidge Emory (1925-1926), the infant son of B.F. and Pearl Emory, was the second Emory

death and burial recorded on Emory Farm. Coolidge Emory's grave is marked and is the second

of two graves that establish a pattern of home burials and establish the location of Emory

Cemetery.

Two additional deaths occurred before the Emory family lost the Emory Farm to foreclosure in

1936: Louella Emory, B.F. Emory's mother, died in 1935, and B.F. Emory, the family patriarch,

died in 1936. Although their death certificates indicate a home burial in Emory Cemetery, their

graves are unmarked, and their exact location is unknown.

Following the foreclosure of Emory Farm in 1936, Pearl Emory, the family matriarch, died in

1938. Her death certificate indicates she was buried in Emory Cemetery, but her grave is

unmarked, and her exact location is unknown.

Based on physical evidence, death certificate records, and oral history, I believe Emory

Cemetery contains the two marked graves of Otis and Coolidge Emory and the probable graves

of Louella, B.F., and Pearl Emory. I have found no evidence of other graves either in Emory

Cemetery or on the Upchurch Property.
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Exhibit C - Emory Cemetery - Interred

Otis Emory (1916-1925)
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Exhibit C - Emory Cemetery - Interred

Coolidge Emory (1925-1926)
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Exhibit C - Emory Cemetery - Interred

Louella Monree Emory (1859-1935)
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Exhibit C - Emory Cemetery - Interred

Bernice Franklin (“B.F.”) Emory (1885-1936)
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Exhibit C - Emory Cemetery - Interred

Pearl Isadore Emory (1886 - 1938)
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Exhibit D - Emory Next of Kin 12

Genealogy data obtained from Ancestry.com and public records.

● Louella Emory* (1859-1935)
○ Bernice Franklin Emory* (1886-1936) - Pearl Isadore Pennington* (1886-1938)

■ Wyatt Alvin Emory (1907-1970) - Bessie Helen Lynn (1908-1980)
● No known children

■ Crayon Horace Emory** (1909-1981) - Maylene Turner** (1919-1993)
● Archie Franklin Emory (1941-2022)
● Lynwood Wade Emory (1942- )

■ Ozell Frances Emory** (1912-1976) - John Wesley Wilson** (1900-1976)
● Margaret Alice Wilson (1935- )

■ Rovell Emory** (1916-1991)
● No known children

■ Otis Emory* (1916-1925)
● No children

■ Otho Brack Emory (1919-1985) - Ruby Allen Wilson (1925-1999)
● Otho Brack Emory, Jr. (1947- )
● James Macon Emory (1950- )
● Ronald Lee Emory (1953- )
● Lou Ann Emory (1960- )
● Franklin Wilson Emory (1963- )

■ Arge Method Emory** (1921-1990) - Evelyn L Ware** (1927-2012)
● Judith Emory (1948- )
● Joseph Emory (1954- )

■ Orell Mae Emory** - Leo Carroll**
● Leon Clayton Carroll (1939- )
● Charles Monroe Carroll (1941-1983)
● Pearlie Helen Carroll (1944- )
● Margaret Elizabeth Carroll (1945- )
● Cary Grant Carroll (1946- )

■ Coolidge Emory* (1925 - 1926)
● No children

*Decedents to be relocated to Woodlawn Memorial Park.

**Decedents that are currently interred at Woodlawn Memorial Park.
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Exhibit E - Notice to Next of Kin 13

Genealogical research revealed that the grandchildren of B.F. and Pearl Emory are their next of

kin (Exhibit D). Currently, there are thirteen living grandchildren. I sent notice by certified mail to

each of the thirteen of my intent to relocate graves from the Upchurch Property to Woodlawn

Memorial Park. I obtained address information for each next of kin from paid online locator

services, matching each next of kin on at least three known criteria: married name, maiden

name, alias, age, and/or known relatives. U.S.P.S. tracking data indicates that ten of thirteen

next of kin (77%) received my notice (see below).

Margaret A Wilson 1307 Castillo Ct
Greenville, NC 27834

Tracking Number: 92071901324734001885312675
(Delivered)

Lynwood W Emory 3314 S Alston Ave
Durham, NC 27713

Tracking Number: 92071901324734001885312668
(Returned to sender)

Otho Brack Emory Jr. 1426 Moorgate Dr
Knoxville, TN 37922

Tracking Number: 92071901324734001885312682
(Delivered)

James M Emory 211 Country Club Rd
Livingston, AL 35470

Tracking Number: 92071901324734001885312699
(Delivered)

Ronald Lee Emory 184 Beulah Ln
Newport, NC 28570

Tracking Number: 92071901324734001885312705
(Returned to sender)

Lou Ann Emory 2963 Hwy 70
Beaufort, NC 28516

Tracking Number: 92071901324734001885312712
(Delivered)

Franklin W Emory 4460 E Jesse St
Gilbert, AZ 85295

Tracking Number: 92071901324734001885312729
(Delivered)

Leon Clayton Carroll 1626 Running Brook Dr
Creedmoor, NC 27522

Tracking Number: 92071901324734001885312736
(Returned to sender)

Judith Emory 4302 Berini Dr
Durham, NC 27705

Tracking Number: 92071901324734001887161738
(Delivered)

Joseph Emory 3300 Trice Atwater Rd
Chapel Hill, NC 27516

Tracking Number: 92071901324734001885312750
(Delivered)

Helen C Carroll 176 Embra Pl
Semora, NC 27343

Tracking Number: 92071901324734001885312767
(Delivered)

Margaret E Carroll 3117 Sandy Ct
Creedmoor, NC 27522

Tracking Number: 92071901324734001885312774
(Delivered)

Cary Grant Carroll 1618 Gate Number Two Rd
Creedmoor, NC 27522

Tracking Number: 92071901324734001885312781
(Delivered)
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Exhibit F - Public Notice Affidavit 14
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Exhibit G - Documentation of Ownershipl

This exhibit includes a tax bill and the most recent registered deed for the Upchurch Property.

Each document indicates that John Gregory Upchurch is the owner of the Upchurch Property.
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Exhibit G - Documentation of Ownershipl
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Exhibit G - Documentation of Ownershipl
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Exhibit G - Documentation of Ownershipl
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Exhibit H - Woodlawn Cemetery - Contract for Five Burial Sites
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Exhibit H - Woodlawn Cemetery - Contract for Five Burial Sites
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