
Durham Public School (DPS) 

ADM, County Funding, & ACFR 

Data

• ADM (Average Daily Membership – Students) Data 

from NC Department of Public Instruction

• Annual DPS County Funding – Collected by DCO 

Budget Office

• ACFR Data Collected from Annual DPS ACFR



Charter ADM & LEA ADM By 

Fiscal Year

The graph shows “Final” ADM (Average Daily 

Membership) numbers produced by the NC 

Department of Public Instruction (DPI) for 

Durham County schools over time. ADM numbers 

change monthly as enrollment ebbs and flows.

Durham Public Schools experienced a significant 

drop off of student enrollment during and after 

COVID. DPS enrollment has yet to rebound. DPS is 

also experiencing another significant pupil 

enrollment drop through the first three months 

of FY 2025-26

Charter school enrollment continues to grow over 

time but is capped by the number of charter 







All Schooling Type Pupils

This is the same annual “Final” ADM numbers for 

DPS and Charter schools, but also includes 

private school and home school pupil 

populations.

This graphs shows, as best can be shown, the 

totality of school going pupils within the 

County.

Both private school and home school enrollments 

have been increasing over time which is to be 

expected with general County population growth.

Home schooling enrollment has dipped after COVID 





Year over Year % Change

This graph shows the percentage change in pupil 

enrollment (Final ADM) from the year 

before…annually.

The key take away, that can also be seen within 

the first graph, is the steady decrease in the 

enrollment numbers for DPS over time.

8 out of the last 10 years Durham Public Schools 

has seen a decline in total enrollment.

FY 2025-26 is expected to see a significant 

decline in student enrollment.





Year over Year Pupil Change

This graph shows the actual change in pupil 

enrollment (Final ADM) from the year 

before…annually.

The key take away, that can also be seen within 

the first graph, is the steady decrease in the 

enrollment numbers for DPS over time.

8 out of the last 10 years Durham Public Schools 

has seen a decline in total enrollment.

FY 2025-26 is expected to see a significant 

decline in student enrollment.





All Schooling Type Pupils

This graph shows the actual change in pupil 

enrollment (Final ADM) in total from 2006 to 

2025.

In total the entire number of additional 

students to enter either DPS, charter schools, 

private schools, and home schools, between 2006 

and 2024 is 8,757.

Of that growth of 8,757, 6,308 additional 

students went to charter schools, 1,815 

additional students went to in County private 

schools, and 744 additional students were home 

schooled.

DPS saw both growth and decline over the same 





Current Expense and Current 

Capital by Fiscal Year

This graph shows County approved funding for DPS 

current expense annually in the blue line, while 

the green columns show the amount of annual 

current capital support the County provides DPS.

Included in County current expense funding is 

pass through per pupil funding support for 

Durham County charter school students.

Durham County annual current expense funding DPS 

has doubled in approximately 15 years.





Three Graphs Showing Local 

Fund Per Pupil

The “Local Funding Per Pupil Over Time” graphs 

shows the amount of County “current expense” 

funding divided by the number of “Final ADM” 

pupils for DPS. (Grey graph on bottom)

The top two graphs show year over year (YoY) 

increases in local funding per pupil by 

percentage and actual dollar amount.

Local per pupil funding for DPS and charter 

schools has increased 76% since 2016-17. 





Locally Supported DPS FTEs By 

Fiscal Year

These graphs shows locally (mostly County) 

supported DPS FTEs over time The top two graphs 

show locally funded positons over time by DPI 

Code and Category.

The bottom graph shows locally funded DPS FTEs 

over time compared with DPS pupil enrollment.

From FY 2013-14 through FY 2023-24 locally 

funded DPS FTEs have grown 162 positions while 

pupil enrollment has decreased 2,301 students.





DPS Fund Balance Table

The table shows historical DPS local fund 

balance amounts per annual DPS ACFR information.

Of particular interest is the unassigned fund 

balance amount highlighted in gold.

DPS unassigned fund balance for FY 2023-24 and 

FY 2024-25 have been negative.





DPS Unassigned Fund Balance 

and County Expenditure Funding 

Over Time
This graph simply overlays DPS unassigned fund 

balance compared to the annual local expenditure 

funding (as defined by the DPS ACFR).





County Expenditure Fund, Federal 

Grants Fund, and State Public 

School Fund by Fiscal Year
This graph shows actual expenditures by DPS ACFR 

defined funding sources over a number of fiscal 

years.

State funding for DPS has been “flattening” in 

recent years, possibly due to lower ADM 

enrollment numbers.

Local funding continues to grow at a significant 

pace.

Federal funding growth was largely stagnant 

until an infusion of funding after COVID. 

Federal funding amounts should continue to 

decrease as ESSRs funding is spent.




