


Happy Housemates of Holloway 
Street: UMD Case manager 
Tanya McKoy-Sutton (left), West 
& Woodall Realtor Blake 
Townsend (back row with sun-
glasses on his collar), and Execu-
tive Director Sheldon Mitchell 
(right) stand with clients Kevin 
Holmes, Priscilla Foster, Arnaldo 
Rios, Linda Goodwin and Earl 
Broomfield, just some of the 
people who will share the rental 
home Townsend purchased.

...the van’s door opened, and one by one, seven men and women stepped out. 
They all had awakened that morning in the bunk rooms of Urban Ministries 
of Durham’s homeless shelter.

They passed through the gate in the wooden fence and stepped up to the red 
brick house and marveled. Already, they were off the street. But this was the 
place where their homelessness was finally going to end. Each of them had 
signed a lease to live here as housemates. This was their new home.

“I love it,” said Kevin Holmes, who slept on the lawn of a downtown church “I love it,” said Kevin Holmes, who slept on the lawn of a downtown church 
before checking in at UMD and since had been working three jobs (at a laun-
dry and two fast-food restaurants) more than 100 hours per week to save up 
his money. “It’s spacious. The size of those rooms! That’s the size of a studio 
apartment.”

People experiencing homelessness have a hard time getting housing, and it’s 
not just the money. Poor credit, past evictions, or convictions all make land-
lords hesitate or refuse to rent to them.

But after learning about the need from Executive Director Sheldon Mitchell, a 
Realtor and investor named Blake Townsend took a different approach with 
this property. He purchased it specifically to lease to people who are leaving 
homelessness with UMD’s help. Each bedroom door locks with its own key, 
(just like the one on the cover).

Unlike his other rental property, Townsend’s business goal for this house is Unlike his other rental property, Townsend’s business goal for this house is 
simply to break even. He agreed to individual one-year leases with each 
tenant and was flexible on the standard requirements when UMD case man-
agers vouched for a person. 

“The way I view it is that these people are really trying and probably just 
need a little bit of a helping hand,” Townsend says. “They are really trying to 
do the right thing and it’s hard for them to find a good place to live on the 
money they are making. When they came to see the place, I could just see the 
look in people’s eyes. I’m sure they have seen rejection more times than I ever 
would. I have had tons of help in my life, and this is something I can do to 
help.”

It’s the type of thoughtful case management and partnership with landlords It’s the type of thoughtful case management and partnership with landlords 
that’s allowed UMD to help 174 people end their homelessness in fiscal 2017 
and aspire to help well over 300 this year. Townsend’s contribution is just one 
type needed from people in the community to make that possible.  

“We all work in different fields,” Townsend says. “And you can use your “We all work in different fields,” Townsend says. “And you can use your 
God-given talents and abilities, financial means – your whatever – either to 
be really selfish and do what you do only for yourself, or you can help other 
people. If there’s something you’re already doing with your life, it is not that 
hard to use it to help other people.”

At the big,
low house on Holloway Street, 
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