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Item:
Approval of Letter of Support for Durham-Orange Light Rail Transit Project

Date Of BOCC Meeting:  August 27, 2018

Request For Board Action:
The Board is requested to approve the attached letter of support for the Durham-Orange Light Rail Transit
Project.

Durham and Orange Counties have both had to review their funding strategies for the Durham-Orange Light
Rail Transit Project as a result of reductions in the State of North Carolina’s funding commitment to the project.
Durham’s Article 43 sales tax devoted to transit continues to perform very well and can support the additional
debt necessary to make up for the reduction in state funding without Durham having to implement any
additional strategies for raising revenue.

The attached letter will be part of Durham’s communication with the Federal Transportation Administration,
assuring them of continued and sufficient local support for this project. As noted in the letter, any local plans
that need to be revised as a result of these changes will be revised accordingly.

Alignment With Strategic Plan: A well-functioning public transit system is crucial to community
empowerment and enrichment, Goal 1: Community Empowerment And Enrichment in the Durham County
Strategic Plan.

Resource Persons: Drew Cummings, Chief of Staff

County Manager’s Recommendation: The County Manager recommends that the Board approve the
attached letter of support for the Durham-Orange Light Rail Transit Project.

County Manager: ____________________________
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